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Ullswater Steamers to receive £425,000 
from second round of the Government’s Culture 

Recovery Fund 
 

One of Cumbria’s most iconic visitor attractions, Ullswater ‘Steamers’, has received a grant 

of £425,000 from the Government’s £1.57billion Culture Recovery Fund to help it recover 

and reopen.  

 

Almost £400 million has been awarded to thousands of cultural organisations across the 

country - in the latest round of support from the Culture Recovery Fund - the Culture 

Secretary announced today Friday 2 April 2021. 

 

 

 

The money is a lifeline for Ullswater ‘Steamers’, which has one of the largest heritage 

passenger vessel fleets in England. This includes the oldest working passenger vessel in the 

world, Lady of the Lake.   



 

The family-owned attraction has been operating in the tranquil Ullswater Valley since 1859 

but has been badly impacted by the pandemic. It is currently hoping to reopen on Friday 16 

April, with tickets due to go on sale online next week.  

 

This award from the Culture Recovery Fund will help Ullswater ‘Steamers’ look ahead to the 

spring and summer and plan for reopening and recovery. After months of closures and 

cancellations to contain the virus and save lives, the funding will be a much-needed boost as 

the business transitions back to normal in the months ahead.  

 

Mark Horton, Ullswater ‘Steamers’ General Manager, says: “I am delighted that Ullswater 

‘Steamers’ have been recognised as being such a significant part of our regional and 

national culture and heritage. This funding will enable us to maintain the high standards of 

maintenance and presentation that we are well known for, and to bounce back far more 

quickly from the devastating effects of this awful pandemic.” 

 

Meanwhile, David Little CEO of Lake District Estates, adds: “This grant from the National 

Lottery is very welcome news as we prepare to reopen Ullswater ‘Steamers’. During the 

national lockdowns, the ‘Steamers’ - as with other businesses - had to close. 

 

“This was difficult enough in itself, but with the social distancing restrictions still in place as 

we aim to reopen, the capacity reductions still continue to make it financially very difficult. 

This grant will go some way to help protect our future as we start to rebuild and recover.” 

 

Gill Haigh, Managing Director of Cumbria Tourism, comments: “Ullswater ‘Steamers’ is a 

long-established tourism attraction, which is synonymous with the Lake District. It has been 

a horrendous 12 months, but it is great to see the attraction recognised by the Culture 

Recovery Fund and I know many people will be looking forward to returning to Ullswater very 

soon to experience the lake for themselves and make some fantastic new memories in an 

inspirational and COVID-safe setting.” 

 

The funding awarded today is from a £400 million pot which the Government says was held 

back last year to ensure the Culture Recovery Fund could continue to help organisations in 

need as the public health picture changed. The funding has been awarded by the National 

Lottery Heritage Fund and Historic England as well as the British Film Institute and Arts 

Council England. 

ENDS 



 
Notes to Editors: 
 
See the video preparing for the return of Ullswater ‘Steamers’ to the lake. 
 
 
For media enquiries or interview requests, please contact: 
 
Rachel Bell, Ullswater Steamers – 07831 630867 
OR 
Heather Sewell, Cumbria Tourism - 07795 487003  
 
 
About The National Lottery Heritage Fund  
Using money raised by the National Lottery, we Inspire, lead and resource the UK’s heritage to 
create positive and lasting change for people and communities, now and in 
the future. www.heritagefund.org.uk.  Follow @HeritageFundUK 
on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram and use #NationalLotteryHeritageFund    

 
About Historic England 
 We are Historic England, the public body that helps people care for, enjoy and celebrate England’s 
spectacular historic environment, from beaches and battlefields to parks and pie shops. We protect, 
champion and save the places that define who we are and where we’ve come from as a nation. We 
care passionately about the stories they tell, the ideas they represent and the people who live, work 
and play among them. Working with communities and specialists we share our passion, knowledge 
and skills to inspire interest, care and conservation, so everyone can keep enjoying and looking after 
the history that surrounds us all. 
 

 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/731hg8r6y3wi2mk/Lottery%20US%20Prep.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/731hg8r6y3wi2mk/Lottery%20US%20Prep.mp4?dl=0
http://www.heritagefund.org.uk/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FHeritageFundUK&data=04%7C01%7CFaith.Mall%40heritagefund.org.uk%7C88d87479250f42daa46408d8c21cf309%7C242ef33def184a01b2940da2d8fc58e3%7C0%7C0%7C637472776876770991%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Rmc0hx5s0BipZ%2BgOcJKbZxRHmpa9p8tL1cHnTW2Bu%2FM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FHeritageFundUK&data=04%7C01%7CFaith.Mall%40heritagefund.org.uk%7C88d87479250f42daa46408d8c21cf309%7C242ef33def184a01b2940da2d8fc58e3%7C0%7C0%7C637472776876780945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=F3w7iNktLL0g721H59MbOn9xzfMOEYe7Yz1fFja122k%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fheritagefunduk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CFaith.Mall%40heritagefund.org.uk%7C88d87479250f42daa46408d8c21cf309%7C242ef33def184a01b2940da2d8fc58e3%7C0%7C0%7C637472776876780945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VTCCg5a9amgQyFAIvjhmlZpY6z0epAfCvyZgEVq2Ddg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.historicengland.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CFaith.Mall%40heritagefund.org.uk%7C94f02d9c51954db9c13e08d8f2c1bcf6%7C242ef33def184a01b2940da2d8fc58e3%7C0%7C0%7C637526261197136429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YhetXyPOM%2F3VUTHdpQL02kg3hNul9p3unSoiYUjgEYE%3D&reserved=0

